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’ _ The President Signs the World Good Will Book 


| Looking on with Mrs. Eisenhower are Secretary Taylor on the right and 
Chaplain Ivan L. Bennett, former Chief of Chaplains of the Army and 
now Secretary of the American Bible Society's Washington office 


The World Good Will Book has been called “one of the greatest mass statements of faith in human 
a | history.” * People from all over the world, including many heads of state, have eee the 
Book to show their love of the Bible and their faith in its teachings. * You, too, can sign 
the World Good Will Book (see p. 42). 


“With Pen and Voice” | : 


BY ERIC M. NORTH 


EW men in the Bible Society world are as well 

known and as well loved as is he whose picture 
graces this page. Other than the receipt of Bible Sun- 
day literature as a pastor, Francis Carr Stifler had his 
first contact with this Bible Society in 1932, when he 
first attended an Advisory Council meeting as a 
representative of the Northern Baptist Convention. 
Four years later he became the Society’s Editorial 
Secretary; and what a rich and 
varied career began to unfold in 
the eighteen and a half years 
which have followed! 

His first and most continuous 
duty was the editing of that in- 
dispensable link between the So- 
ciety and its supporters—the 
Bible Society Record. Not profes- 
sionally trained as an editor, Dr. 
Stifler, from his twenty-two 
years of pastorates in Saginaw, 
Mich., Wilmette, Ill. and East 
Orange, N.J., knew the mind of 
Christian people and Bible lovers. 
With insight and skill he planned 
and put together the contents 
which he believed rightly would 
tell the story of the Society’s 
work and thrill the reader with 
“the triumphs of the Gospel.” 
Gentle and persuasive in im- 
_portuning his colleagues for ma- 
terial, artful in improving the 
magazine’s appearance, patient when ambitions for 
enlargement were denied by budget limits, writing 
much himself and editing and polishing with faithful- 
ness, he kept the Record steadily registering with its 
readers as its circulation rose from 27,000 to 
400,000. 

Other editorial enterprises were the annual Man- 
agers’ Report, sometimes written entirely by him; the 
larger Annual Report of the Society and scores of 
leaflets and pamphlets of many kinds. His ingenuity 


has constantly appeared in his choices of themes, his ‘ 


selection or planning of illustrations and many an apt 
title and telling phrase. His open mind and delight 
in the new kept all this literature from being “‘stuffy,” 
and his religious sincerity kept its tone warm and 
honest and evangelical. He has often said that his 
constant source of inspiration is the Bible itself. Some 
hundreds of articles written for the religious and 
secular press also bear witness to this. 
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It was in an unforeseen field that Dr. Stifler 
“branched out” most strikingly. Coming to the Soc 
ety as religious radio was beginning to get its roots 
solidly into the radio world under the leadership of 
such men as Frank Goodman, Dr. Stifler laid hold of 
the initial opportunities that came to him, with such 
fitness of man and message to the radio ae 
(and the radio ‘“‘executive’’) that he stands among t 
half-dozen religious broadcaste 
who have been most constant 
welcomed before the “mike? 
He began in 1938 with eigh 
broadcasts on “‘Democracy a 
the Bible.” In both 1939 an 
1940 there were 13; in 1941 a 
1942, 17 each; in 1943 and 1944 
26 each; in 1945, 18. Then came 
five and a half years with twe 
short ‘‘Gems for Thought,” one 
day a week every week—27/ 
scripts! The years from 1947 tq 


casts on ‘“‘Faith in Our Time, 
36 on “‘Radio Chapel” and 4 
programs or scripts on telé 
vision. Out of these scripts came 
two books, ‘‘Every Man’s Book” 
in 1941 and ‘“‘The Bible Speaks 
to You” in 1948. In addition &t 
messages personally delivered 
he and his department have pre 
pared almost nine hundred 
scripts for station WFUO and over 400 for the Bib 
Quiz Program on WNEW. Special scripts for ma 
stations have been prepared for Bible Sunday and fo 
many other programs. Each year there has been com 
tact with 2,400 radio stations in preparation fot 
Worldwide Bible Reading. Who can measure the 
interest aroused, the curiosity provoked, the faith re 
newed, that these faithful interpretations of the Bible 
in man’s life have brought to thousands? ; 

Now after these years of constant, warm-hearted 
intelligent service to the Society, Dr. Stifler he 
reached the time of retirement. This issue of the 
Record will find him in Florida, taking things mort 
easily and now and then reaching for his pen to shaps 
a requested article or script for his old friends. On 
of Dr. Stifler’s finest scripts, written during war years 
was titled, ‘““You Cannot Black Out the Stars.”? Dr 
Sufler’s own star will shine long and brightly in t 
history of the Society in these decades. 
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Society at 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, /NeXs Entered 
cceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in th 


Act of February 28, 1925, embodied in paragraph 4, Section 538, P. L. and R., authorized November 27, 1943. 
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A Year of Rededication 


HE American Bible Society is making possible a 
twentieth-century Pentecost. 

As on the day of Pentecost, when “‘devout men, out 
f every nation under heaven,” heard the Gospel, 
every man... in his own language,” nations today 
re getting the good tidings who may have never 
eard them since that day when the Apostle Peter 
reached to representatives of every race. 

The story is a modern miracle. 

One hundred and fifty-one years ago, in 1804, the 
ible had been printed in only 73 different languages 
r dialects. Millions of people had never seen a copy 
f the Book, much less had a chance to read it in their 
wn language. In the last 151 years, however, 1,004 
ew languages or dialects have been added, bringing 
e grand total to 1,077. There has been nothing like 
except in the Apostolic Age. 

The credit for this marvelous piece of work goes 
the Bible Society movement, which began in Lon- 
on, England on March 7, 1804. Following the cele- 
ration of the third jubilee of Bible Society work last 
ear, the Advisory Council of the American Bible 
ociety met November 30 and December 1 at the 
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Bible House in New York to plan a program of ad- 
vance for the years ahead. 

I was present at that meeting, along with seventy- 
nine other members and guests, representing 54 ma- 
jor Protestant denominations. What inspiration! 
Even that part of the program which saddened our 
hearts—a memorial service for the beloved Dr. Frank 
H. Mann, General Secretary of the Bible Society, 
who died October 11—became a time of rededica- 
tion, as we learned that before his death Dr. Mann 
had chosen the theme for our meeting: ‘““These Are 
the Lively Oracles of God.” 

Our hearts were thrilled as the Secretaries of the 
Society told of the challenging opportunities opening 
up for the distribution of the Scriptures, and they 
were crushed as we heard that many of the needs 
cannot be met now. While the twenty-four national 
Bible Societies circulated about 25,000,000 copies of 
the Holy Scriptures in 1954, the actual need is for 
50,000,000 a year, we were told. 

‘The Bible Societies are now printing Scripture por- 
tions in 650 languages, which cover 95 percent of the 
world population. But what of the other 5 percent, a 


The Advisory Council and guests assembled at the Bible House, November 30, 1954. 
The list of those attending 1s found on page 36 


figure which represents millions of souls? They do not 
have this Book that will point them to the Way, but 
we were assured that as rapidly as possible the Bible 
Societies are making the Bible available to them. 

An equally challenging field was presented by 
Secretary Laton E. Holmgren, who told of the many 
new literates in the lands abroad. He revealed that 
at least a million people in India are learning to 
read every year. “What they read now becomes of 
supreme importance,” he said. “Whatever it is, it 
must be in simple speech, with attractive covers and 
large type. The American Bible Society has this year 
met the new reader as he ascends the ladder of liter- 
acy with a book that meets all these specifications 
—‘The Sermon on the Mount’ in nine of the major 
languages of India.” 

And what of those who cannot read? Even though 
the number of literates increases greatly every year, 
the number of illiterates increases even more rapidly. 
An experiment is being tried with this vast number of 
people, Mr. Holmgren informed us. “The Society is 
now seeking to provide the illiterates of Pakistan with 
recordings of Scripture passages and inexpensive 
phonographs on which to play them. This will be an 
experiment, and if the project succeeds, it will be ex- 
panded to other areas throughout the world,” he said. 

Abroad and at home, to civilians and service men 
—wherever there are people—the American Bible 
Society seeks to be at work. “‘In every state, and often 
county by county,” said Secretary Richard E. Elling- 
son, “‘trained people are at work distributing Scrip- 
tures as representatives of the Bible Society—whole 
army of consecrated people who are searching Amer- 
ica for souls and ministering to forgotten individuals 
and groups.” Mr. Ellingson, a former Navy chaplain, 
announced that last year 1,301,145 volumes of the 
Scriptures were supplied to chaplains by the Bible 
Society for free distribution. 

Miss S. Ruth Barrett, Secretary for the Society’s 
work for the blind, said that today the Bible in Braille 
requires twenty large volumes and costs $60, but it 
is provided to the blind at 25 cents a volume. 

“TI have a Book here...” has been the introduction 
of faithful men through the 138 years of work by 
the American Bible Society in this country. But, as 
Secretary Ellingson pointed out, they have said much 
more than that; for the American Bible Society of- 
fers more than just another book. On the pages of 
the Holy Bible are printed ‘‘the oracles of God,” and 
the Bible Society has offered salvation to millions 
through the reading of God’s Word. 

And so it goes. To the rich and the poor, the 
sighted and the blind, the literate and the illiter- 
ate, the American Bible Society fulfills its purpose of 
circulating the Bible “‘without note or comment and 
without purpose of profit, to every man on earth in 
whatever language he may require.” As this goal be- 
comes a realizable accomplishment, 1955 becomes to 
those of us on the Advisory Council—and we hope to 


36 


tens of thousands of other friends of the America 
Bible Society—a year of rededication. . 


The report of the Findings Committee follows. 


The following delegates were invited to the Advisory Council. 
Starred names were unable to be present. 


DENOMINATIONS 
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Church of God World Service......-- 
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Congregational Christian 

Disciples of Christ. 0.7 2. 3. <sase ae ak 
Evangelical Congregational 

Evangelical Free Church 

Evangelical Mission Covenant 
Evangelical and Reformed 


Evangelical United Brethren 
American Lutheran Church 

American Evang. Luth. (Danish)....-.. 
Augustana Evang. Lutheran 
Evangelical Lutheran Church......... 
Finnish Evang. Luth. (Suomi Synod). . . 
Lutheran Free Church % 
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United Evang. Luth. (Danish) 
Mennonite Church 

General Conf. Mennonite............ 
The Methodist Church 


African Methodist Episcopal........... 
African Methodist Episc. Zion 

Colored Methodist Episcopal... ...... 

FRree) Methodist.5 ~..cisalns See ene 


Primitive Methodist 


Wesleyan Methodist. 

Moravian Church, Northern 

Moravian Church, Southern 

Church of the Nazarene 

Presbyterian Ghurch, U.S... soc sc 05 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A........... 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
Assoc. Reformed Presbyterian 

Reformed Presb. (Covenanter) 


United Presbyterian Church 
Reformed Church in America......... 


REPRESENTATIVES 
Rev. Lee E. Baker, D.D. 
Rev. E. E. Roenfelt 

Rev. O. A. Blake 

Rev. Wilfred A. Brown 
Rev. R. Dean Goodwin 
Rev. Shields T. Hardin 
Mr. Arthur H. Lofgren* 
Rev. W. S. Mooneyham 
Rev. Charles A. Thigpen 
Rev. W. H. Jernagin, D.D. 
Rev. J. H. Jackson, D.D.* 
Dr. William Downs 

Mr. Frank R. Kellogg 
Rev. Porter Routh, D.D. 
Rev. Harold E. Ingraham, D.D. 
Rev. Ross D. Murphy, D.D. 
Rev. A. C. Snead, D.D. 
Rev. H. L. Turner, D.D. 
Rev. Hessel Bouma 

Dr. R. J. Danhof* 

Rev. H. D. Williams 


-Rev. C. M. Hatch 


Rev. Roy Schreiner, D.D. 
Rev. Thorpe Bauer 

Dr. Samuel W. Keck 

Mr. Robert L. Lewis 
Bishop J. A. Smith* 

Dr. Arnold T. Olson 

Dr. Theodore W. Anderson 
Rev. W. Sherman Kerschner, D.D. 
Rev. Clarence H. Moats 

Rev. Raymond M. Veh, D.D. 
Dr. Harold C. Osterman 


.Rev. Carlo Petersen 


Dr. P. O. Bersell 


-Rev. J. A. Aasgaard, D.D. 


Rev. Eino M. Tuori* 

Rev. T. O. Burntvedt, D.D. 
Rev. O. C. J. Hoffman, D.D.* 
Rev. Adolf F. Meyer, D.D. 
Rev. Paul Rafaj, D.D. 

Rev. Harold S. Miller, D.D. 
Rev. Elmer W. Anderson 
Rev. Levi C. Hartzler 


-Mr. Walter H. Temple 


Dr. Foye G. Gibson 

Mr. W. Clyde Sykes 

Mr. J. T. Thompson * 

Bishop George W. Baber* 
Bishop W. J. Walls 

Bishop Luther Stewart 

Mr. Paul Gravatt 

Rev. Alfred S. Hill* 

Rev. Harold K. Hatton 

Dr. Richard E. Owens 

Rev. F. R. Eddy, D.D. 
Bishop Kenneth G. Hamilton 
Dr. R. Gordon Spaugh* 

Dr. Leuriston J. DuBois 

Dr. Felix B. Gear 

Rev. Arthur M, Adams, D.D. 
Dr. Wayne Wiman 

Dr. C. O. Williams 

Rev. Robert A. Henning 

Dr, Paul D. McCracken 
Rev. D. Raymond Taggart, D.D.* 
Rev. Robert I. Scott 


.Rev. William E. Gaston * 


Rev. Harold W. Schenck, D.D. 


The following guests attented the Advisory Council: 


DENOMINATION 


GUEST 
Mrs. Helen W. Keeney 


*..Mrs. Hurley H. Baird 


Congregational Christian 
Disciples of Christ 


American Lutheran Church. ......... 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Mennonite Church 

The Methodist Ghurch. ............ 
Assoc. Reformed Presbyterian 
Protestant Episcopal Church 
Reformed Church in America........ 


Mrs. Harry L. Durland 
Mrs. Henry P. Truesdell 
Mrs. Lester L. Knight 
Miss Ellen Douglas Oliver 
Mrs. C. Gordon Maddrey 
Mrs. John Henry Sargent 
Mrs. Chloe E. Kelly 

Mrs. Reuben Schroer 


-Miss Althea M. Christenson 


Miss Alice Sanne 
Mrs, J. D. Graber 


. Miss Frances Eshelman 


Mrs. T. Clyde Brown 
Mrs. Jean S. Bowman 


.- Mrs, John M. Schutt 
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visory Council, 1954 
sport of the Findings Committee 
As the foremost agency on this continent for the transla- 
n, production and distribution of the Scriptures, the 
erican Bible Society occupies an unique place. The 
visory Council of this agency, comprised of representa- 
es of 53 denominations and supporting groups, takes 
gnizance of the far-flung work of the past year as re- 
rted to the Council at its annual meeting held at the 
le House on November 30 and December 1, 1954. The 
visory Council rejoices in the plans advanced for future 
tivities, and in recognition of this ministry it presents 
se endorsements and recommendations: 
Commendation of the Staff 


1. We note the evidences of the far-visioned and states- 
anlike service of the administrative staff of the American 
le Society. We are impressed with the dedication to the 
use exemplified by all staff members. The spirit of co- 
eration and fellowship manifested by the Secretaries and 
ir colleagues in planning and carrying out the Society’s 
ogram provides stimulus to the fulfilment of the goals set 
fore the Churches. 

We call upon the constituencies of those who support the 
ciety’s work to remember these faithful men and women 
their prayers. The American Bible Society is a part of 
, and we are a part of it. We pledge our willingness to 
are the responsibilities, burdens and successes of these 
r co-laborers. 

2. We miss in this annual session the voice and person- 
ty of one who gave great leadership to the Society for 
re than three decades. Dr. Frank H. Mann was raised up 
; God to serve this agency in an important capacity. With 
iet but confident leadership he guided the affairs of this 
ciety in an ever-enlarging program. His gracious spirit 
d genial presence linger with us as an inspiring memory. 
3. We pay tribute at this time to Dr. Francis Carr Stifler, 
10 retires February 1 as Recording Secretary and Secre- 
ry of Public Relations. He has pursued his work with 
ligence since 1936. Through his employment of the vari- 
s media of mass communications he has brought the 
nerican Bible Society to the attention of millions. We 
all miss Dr. Stifler in his accustomed role, but we assure 
m of our genuine appreciation of his manifold efforts in 
blicizing the Society’s work. We wish for him a well- 
rned retirement. 

General and Financial Matters 


4. We express complete confidence in the personnel of 
ie staff in developing a program commensurate with the 
1allenges of times like these. The cooperation of the Ameri- 
in Bible Society with the United Bible Societies in effect- 
g a worldwide strategy for this important work is given 
ll endorsement. 

5. We approve the reports of the Society’s budget, ex- 
snditures, fund-raising processes and handling of invest- 
ents. We commend the Officers of the efficiency and 
“udence revealed in the handling of these funds. 

6. In view of the Society’s expanded program we urge 
Ye cooperating denominations ard groups: 

a. To stress for the collection of increased funds the fact 
at the American Bible Society is the official agency of the de- 
sminations for the translation, production and transmission of 
e Scriptures. 

- b, To remind our constituencies that the American Bible 
ciety since 1816 has served the Churches acceptably in this 
> ee 
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ministry, that it has developed a world strategy of Bible distribu- 
tion, and that it has been approved by 55 denominations as their 
agency in this field. It is significant that the membership of the 
Churches comprising the Council represents the largest total of 
any cooperative Protestant agency. 

c. ‘To increase the educational programs which will in- 
form the people regarding the relationship sustained by the de- 
nominations to the American Bible Society. 

d. To utilize every opportunity afforded by denomina- 
tional gatherings and through church literature to promote the 
work of the Society. 

e. To request our mission boards to inform their member- 
ship on the values evident in the work of the American Bible 
Society on mission fields. 


7. We believe sound and justifiable the American Bible 
Society budget of $2,744,000 for 1955, including askings of 
the denominations of $820,000. We join with the Board of 
Managers and its committees in urging that additional 
means of support be sought to meet the pressing needs of 
areas of work not covered by the budget. 

8. In view of the need for providing additional Service 
Testaments not presently provided for in the budget, plus 
other growing financial needs: 


a. We urge participating denominations to increase at the 
earliest possible date their giving at least 10 percent over its 
1954 levels. ? 

b. We request the Officers of the American Bible Society, 
in conference with any advisors they may wish to name, to make 
a restudy of present denominational goals for giving and to bring 
to the Advisory Council meeting of 1955 a revised schedule of 
these goals. 

c. We request representatives of this Council to press the 
claims of this Society, together with the expanding opportunities 
for the Society, upon those who establish their annual denomina- 
tional budgets. 


9. In the publishing and distribution of Service Scrip- 
tures we register our convictions: 


a. That it is desirable and necessary to maintain the 
separation of Church and State in all matters. 

b. That the providing of the Scriptures for the Armed 
Forces is a responsibility of the Churches. 

c. That the Churches through the American Bible Soci- 
ety are determined to provide such Scriptures as may be needed 
by the Armed Services. 

d. That furnishing Scriptures to men and women in 
national service presents a link which local churches will want to 
maintain through providing adequate funds for the same. 

e. That copies of this resolution be conveyed to appropri- 
ate governmental officers, the offices of Chief of Chaplains and all 
Protestant endorsing agencies and denominational military com- 
missions. 

In Foreign Areas 


10. We have been made mindful of the following criti- 
cal areas calling for pressing Scripture needs: 


a. 20 million ‘‘overseas Chinese,” for whom the Society 
has launched a new program for increased Scripture distribution 
among Chinese scattered throughout East and Southeast Asia. 

b. India, where continued cooperation with the Bible 
Society of India is employing new programs for producing and 
distributing the Scriptures. 

c. Liberia, where a new Agency has been established. 

d. Germany, where a large effort has been launched to 
reach the several hundred thousand refugees in West Germany 
with the Scriptures. 

e. Latin America, where the Society is inaugurating a new 
departure in recruiting and training a new type of colporteur. 

f. The Middle East, where advance is hard to achieve and 
distribution of the Scriptures is often a hazardous mission. 
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We call upon the denominations to make known to their 
constituencies these challenges and to seek increased sup- 
port to enable the American Bible Society to do its share 
in meeting them. 


Educational Publicity 


11. The centennial celebration in 1955 of the Bzble 
Society Record calls attention to the achievements and in- 
fluence of this journal in making yast numbers of people 
conscious of the American Bible Society, its purposes, ac- 
tivities and goals. We rejoice in its large circulation at this 
date. We congratulate the paper and its staff on a century 
of service to the cause. 

12. We express appreciation for the educational pub- 
licity through a variety of means which has brought wide- 
spread attention to the work of the Society. In considera- 
tion of the necessity to utilize all media possible for the 
maintenance of public relations we recommend: 

a. A restudy of the Public Relations program, including 
an endeavor to discover means for expanding the Society’s use of 
television and other media, and increased releases to editors of 
denominational publications of Bible Society news and projects, 
together with pictures and reports on Bible use on mission fields. 


13. In renewing our endorsement of the annual World- 
wide Bible Reading program: 


a. We note the tremendous outreach of the Society 
through the printed posters and bookmarks, television and radio 
programs. 

b. We affirm our belief that the 1955 theme, ‘Take, 


Argentina’s Third Jubilee Tribute 


A Report from “the most significant and most widely representative Ecumenical Gathering 
ever held in Argentina” 


BY. GOHARLES 


HE year 1954 will ever be 

memorable in the recol- 
lection of the friends of the 
Bible Societies in the River 
Plate region. It was the year 
when many minds were fo- 
cused upon the significance 
of the Third Jubilee of the 
Bible Society movement 
throughout the world. 

This basic fact has been 
emphasized here in numer- 
ous ways: through the writ- 
ten and spoken word, and 
through posters and other 
forms of advertising. Chris- 
tians in this area have had a 
real opportunity to capture 
the importance and implica- 
tions of the message which 
the Third Jubilee commem- 
oration has brought to them. 
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Secretary Turner receives from Rev. Santiago Canclini, 
Chairman of the Advisory Council of his Agency, the port- 
folio of tributes from the supporting church bodies 


Read,” is a timely one, and would recommend the expansio i 
this project in the year ahead. | 

c. We request the Officers of the American Bible Socig 
to send to the Reader’s Digest the appreciation of the Advis 
Council for the printing in the December issue an article abo 
the Society and the Worldwide Bible Reading list. 


similar expressions to the Reader’s Digest on behalf of the @ 
nominations or the groups they represent. 

14. Presentation of the new motion picture, “Our Bill 
—How It Came to Us,” has alerted the Advisory Coung 
to the value of a documentary film of such proportions. If 
our conviction that this motion picture meets a great ne@ 
in helping this generation to appreciate the long heritag 
of our gift of the free possession and use of the Bible. We a 
resolved to urge our churches and Sunday schools to secu 
this film for informative, inspirational and curricular uss 


The Work With the Blind 


15. We are enheartened by the reports of the Society 
work for the blind. We endorse the Society’s objective @ 
providing more Braille Scriptures and Talking Book reg 
ords for the blind in Korea, Japan, East Germany, Souff 
America and the Near East. . 


Respectfully submitted, 

Lauriston J. DuBois 
Foye G. Gipson 
SureLps T. HARDIN 
SAMUEL W. Keck 
Roy SCHREINER 


PorTER Routn, Chairman 
Raymonp M. VEu, Secretary 
ARTHUR M. ADAms 
THEODORE W. ANDERSON 
P. O. BERSELL 


W. TURNER 


Then, large numbers ¢ 
people of all evangelica 
groups in the constituenc} 
have come together in al 
parts of Argentina to give 
thanks to Almighty God fe 
the work and contribution 
the Bible Societies dows 
through the decades. Afte 
doing this they have beet 
inspired and impelled té 
carry on with renewed vigo: 
and in the spirit of rededica 
tion, giving of their bes 
toward making His Woré 
more widely available ig 
this large area. 

This Third Jubilee spiri 
of rededication was reveale 
in a very gracious manner a 
a gathering organized by the 
Advisory Council of Socie 
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ades Biblicas Unidas and held in Buenos Aires on 
ovember 15, to which leaders from every denomina- 
on and ecclesiastical body-m this field were invited 
bring statements expressing gratitude to God for 
e work of the Bible Societies, which has meant so 
uch to the people and to the evangelical movement 
this area. 
In the invitations the Advisory Council suggested 
at the various messages be presented in duplicate, 
be subsequently bound separately, so that one 
py might be sent to the British and Foreign Bible 
ociety in London and another to the American 
ible Society in New York—the ‘‘Mother’’ Societies 
ho have nurtured the work from the beginning. 
There were ninety-five persons present at this 
otable gathering, which took the form of a fellow- 
ip tea, with representations from twenty-eight de- 
ominations and ecclesiastical bodies which, in their 
ve for the Scriptures, in their deep interest in Scrip- 
re distribution, and in their desire to express their 
ntiments of profound gratitude for what the Bible 
ocieties have done during these 150 years, consti- 
ted one united body of kindred minds bound by a 
indred purpose and serving a common Lord. 
~The American and British Bible Societies have 
ood reason to feel justly proud of the expressions of 
ratitude which the evangelicals of Argentina have 
us tendered. More so than ever when it is realized 
hat their gratitude includes their willingness to as- 
me a still more vital commitment in behalf of the 
ible Societies, as represented by the widest distribu- 
ion of the Scriptures and the more adequate support 
f the growing program. 
After excerpts from the tributes had been read by 
he leaders of the denominations, Rev. Santiago 
anclini, chairman of the Advisory Council, ad- 
ressed the gathering on the value and indispensabil- 
y-of the Bible Societies’ contribution to the evan- 
elical movement in Argentina and to the country as 
whole. His concluding words summarize the spirit 
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and purpose of this epoch-making gathering. Said he: 
“At this time, when we meet for the purpose of cele- 
brating the Third Jubilee of the Bible Society move- 
ment, we are impelled to glorify Almighty God be- 
cause this movement represents a tremendous con- 
tribution toward the building of His Kingdom. We, 
the representatives of the younger Churches, are in 
greater debt to the Bible Societies than anyone else; 
for, together with the spoken message, we have re- 
ceived also as a gift from Heaven that which was to us 
unknown: the written Word by means of which we 
have found God through Jesus Christ. It is our turn 
now to feel deeply the responsibility and to express it 
by adequately supporting this great work, so as to 
respond, if only in part, to our Lord’s imperative: 
‘Freely ye have received, freely give.’ Let us therefore 
unite our voices and our prayers with those of grateful 
Christians the world over, giving praise to God for 
the work of the Bible Societies and offering them our 
tribute of gratitude, which they so well deserve. May 
this gathering also constitute the resolute affirmation 
on our part of our deep and steadfast devotion to the 
Holy Scriptures as the Word of the Living God and of 
His Son Jesus Christ.” 

At the conclusion of his address Chairman Canclini 
turned to the Executive Secretary of Sociedades 
Biblicas Unidas and handed to him a portfolio con- 
taining the numerous messages from the denomina- 
tions and ecclesiastical bodies of Argentina, Uruguay 
and Paraguay, to be sent to New York and London. 
Accepting them, the Secretary expressed the deep ap- 
preciation of the British and American Bible Societies 
for the gracious tributes offered them. He also assured 
the gathering that the messages would be transmitted 
immediately to their destinations. 

The occasion concluded with the hearty singing of 
“Onward, Christian Soldiers,’ followed by the bene- 
diction, upon what is reported in Buenos Aires as 
“the most significant and most widely representative 
ecumenical gathering ever held in Argentina.” 


1x colporteurs were recently as- 
Ss signed to the mining district at the 
northern section of Kyushu, the south- 
ernmost of the large islands of Japan, 
to bring the Scriptures to an area that 
has hitherto had little contact with Bible 
distributors. The Bible has become a 
well-known book in Japan since the 
close of the war; and since most Japan- 
ese are literate, real interest has been 
shown in the Gospel portions offered 
by the colporteurs. In the two accom- 
panying pictures colporteurs are shown 
introducing the Scriptures to people 
whom they meet on the village streets. 
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Why I Give to the American Bible Society | 


BY FRANCIS CARR STIFLER 


HAVE been a regular donor to the American Bible 
Society for more than twenty years. I began giv- 
ing as soon as I learned what the Society was. I 
ardently wish now I had learned about the Society 
many years earlier. Because I missed those years I am 
trying to make up for them by the gifts I make now. 
I think most people in our Churches would make 
individual gifts to the American Bible Society if they 
knew what the Society was. They would give because 
they would find out what I did in 1932. I found out 
that: 

1. The American Bible Society is the Agency of the 
Protestant Churches of this country for furnishing 
copies of the Scriptures at cost or less, for the mission- 
ary work of the Churches both in this country and in 
whatever other countries they work. It aids their mis- 
slonaries in translating the Bible and in revising these 
translations when necessary; it publishes the books 
with the least expense consistent with good workman- 
ship; it distributes the books to whatever place they 
are needed, many times beyond the areas of the 
responsibility of established mission work. Because of 
this service the American Bible Society enjoys the 
good will and cooperation of more than fifty denom- 
inations, including all the larger ones that support the 
most extensive mission work both at home and over- 
seas. I became convinced that this was the basic 
activity of all missionary work, for no enduring pro- 
gram of evangelism or Christian cultivation can be 
done anywhere unless people are supplied with copies 
of the Word of God in their own tongues. 

2. The American Bible Society is the oldest cooper- 
ative Agency in the country, having a record of 
amazing success since the day of its founding almost 
139 years ago. There is not a blot in the long record 
of its reliability and single-minded devotion to its own 
specific task—to encourage the wider distribution 
and use of the Bible without note or comment and 
without purpose of profit. 

3. The American Bible Society is managed by a 
Board of forty-eight consecrated Christian laymen 
who give many hours of their time attending not only 
the monthly meetings of their Board but the frequent 
meetings of the committees of the Board as well. The 
Managers of the Society are not ‘“‘yes-men.” They 
are genuine colaborers with the Society’s staff of 
Officers. 

4. The American Bible Society is the best-managed 
missionary organization I know anything about. Peo- 
ple have been entrusting their funds to it, remember- 
ing it in their wills and signing its annuity agreements 
for over a century; and never once has the Society 
failed to meet its obligations to these people on the 
date due. Its financial structure is more than ade- 
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quate to meet the legal requirements of trust-holdir 
bodies and is guarded by the counsel of the nation 
best advisers. 

5. The American Bible Society has not been hoare 
ing the money entrusted to it beyond the expresseé 
wishes of its donors. It therefore has no great reserve 
on which to fall back in case of emergency. It keef 
its resources in use to make the Scriptures availabl 

Its great work has been done for almost a cent 
and a half in the faith that each year the people 
renew and increase their gifts and that the list ¢ 
givers will grow. If the Society’s gifts from livin 
donors of about $1,800,000 annually should sug 
denly be withdrawn, the Society could keep its pre 
gram going on the present scale for only a fe 


“months. So great is its faith, a faith which has kep 


it solvent and growing for almost 140 years. 

6. If there were no American Bible Society 
would be necessary for each denomination to publis 
its own Bibles, which would mean duplication & 
effort and unnecessary expense. Because there is | 


THE 1955 BUDGET 


Below is the 1955 Budget—the largest in the history of 
the Society—and yet not sufficient to meet the needs. 


Estimated Regular Income, 1955 


From Ghurches iv; ..2.... 1 ose ee eee $ 820,000 
From Individual Donors. ................ 1,061,000 
From Annuities, Legacies and Trust Fund 
TnCOMG $35 eo. cheek Sk See es ee 835,000 
From Miscellaneous Sources.............. 28,000 
Total General Income........... $2,744,000 
Estimated Return from Sales in U.S.A...... 800,000 
Total Budget of Income.......... $3,544,000 
Proposed Expenditures, 1955 
For Distribution of Scriptures, U.S.A....... $ 745,631 
For Distribution of Scriptures Abroad...... 968,615 
For Translation and Plates. .............. 124,559 
For Encouragement of Bible Reading, Visual 
Aids, Publicity and the Bible Society Record. 296,848 
For Worldwide Bible Reading. ........... 101,710 
For the Promotion of Income............. 266,020 
For Administration, Treasurer’s Office, Pen- 
sion: Bund tebe eine Se ree ee 240,617 
Total General Expenditure. ...... $2,744,000 
Cost of Production, Scriptures Sold in U.S.A. 800,000 
Total Proposed Expenditure... .. . $3,544,000 


Urgent Needs which could Not be Included 
in the Budget for 1955 


For Service Scriptures, in addition to 
$150;000;im budget jas. se ee eee $ 100,000 
Additional Translation and Plates......... 25,250 
Daily Bible Readings on Television. ....... 16,000 
Amounts Needed for Additional Work in 
Haiti, Mexico, Venezuela, Argentina, Phil- 
ippines, Indonesia, India and Europe. sen 215,000 
Total. Ggdy ches Bac See $ 356,250 
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ingle agency for Bible work with long experience, the 
idvantages are many: years of expert work in the 
ield of translation that has greatly simplified the task 
yf translating missionaries; years of experience in 
ublishing books, not only in this country but on all 
he other continents, where the practical problems of 
ook manufacture have many of them been solved; 
ears of devoted service in recruiting workers and 
evising methods of Scripture distribution. In all 
hese practical matters the American Bible Society 
ffers its expert service to all the Churches. 

7. The fellowship of workers in the Society is one 
f kindred souls that is like to that above. I have met 
hem from every quarter of the globe—believers 
om many races, many nations. They are all alike 
adiant, eager workers, convinced that there is no 
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\ EOGRACIAS BARBO was born in barrio Di-it, just north of 
Tacloban, on the Island of Leyte in the Philippines. 
hen he was old enough he attended the barrio school and 
us became the first member of his family to learn to read. 
is parents had never had such an opportunity, but from 
e boy’s conversation they learned that books contain 
aluable information as well as interesting stories. 


Deogracias Barbo proudly displays the Bible and the New 
Testament his mother found on the trash heap 


“One day in 1945, just after the liberation of the Philip- 
ines, Deogracias’ mother Modesta was harvesting rice as 
field-hand near the town of Tolosa. On her way from the 
eld she passed by the trash heap from a U.S. Army bar- 
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work more fundamental than theirs, confident that 
God’s blessing is upon them. And that is all the re- 
ward they crave, assured that if the Kingdom is to 
come among the nations, it can come only as the na- 
tions all read the One Book that holds their One 
Hope in One Lord. 

These are the seven things I have found out about 
the American Bible Society that explain why I make 
it one of the chief recipients of my missionary giving. 

And now again in magnificent faith the Society 
has adopted the largest budget in its history. My 
income for 1955 is uncertain, for I am retiring from 
full-time employment. But this 7s certain, that the 
American Bible Society will receive a little larger 
proportion of my dedicated giving in 1955 than it 
ever has before. Reader, will you join me? 


God Spoke from a Trash Heap 


BY IRWIN WINSHIP 


racks. Near the edge of the pile she saw some books, which 
she eagerly snatched up. Her son Deogracias could read 
books! 

Modesta Barbo took her son two tattered copies of the 
New Testament and some Bible Society portions—the 
Psalms and the Proverbs. She did not know what manner 
of books these were, nor what priceless truths they held; 
but they were books. Because of the war the Barbo family 
had had no books for a long time. At home the young man 
began to read about Jesus, and Modesta had difficulty 
understanding her son’s fascination with these “new” 
teachings. 

By 1947 Deogracias no longer went to the Roman Cath- 
olic chapel in his barrio. His New ‘Testament had taught 
him more about God than the mass or any ‘“‘fiesta”’ cere- 
mony. However, he still retained some of the prejudice he 
had gained as a Roman adherent and he continued to be 
fearful of ‘‘Protestant”’ teaching. 

He continued reading his New Testament. 

One evening in October 1953, in a moment of lonely 
independence, he passed the United Church of Christ in 
Tacloban City. The church was having a series of special 
meetings, and on invitation he entered. He remained to 
hear his first evangelical sermon, and each evening during 
the week he returned to hear the expounding of the Scrip- 
tures. This teaching agreed with what Deogracias knew 
was the plain sense of his New Testament. Attending the 
services regularly, Sunday by Sunday, he came to know 
the church as his true spiritual home. In March of 1954, 
after being examined as to his faith, he was baptized and 
admitted to the Lord’s Supper. Thus it was that the God 
who had searched and claimed his heart through the torn 
pages of a cast-off New Testament led him at last also to 
find the church and its fellowship. Now, as a growing 
Christian, Deogracias Barbo eagerly teaches the Bible to 
all who will listen and tells of his experience to all his 
friends and neighbors in Di-it and Tacloban, 
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The Chaplains Report | 


EVER in the Society’s history have the chaplains in 
N the Armed Services requested so many Scrip- 
tures in peace time as in the last two years. In 1953 
the total was 1,301,145. To October 1, 1954 the total 
for the year was 1,066,147. It would require a whole 
book to tell the story of the distribution of these vol- 
umes and the transforming results in the lives of their 
recipients. Space permits only a few excerpts from the 
chaplains’ enthusiastic letters. 


Chaplain Bonner of the U.S. Navy presents a French Gos- 
pel supplied by the Fapan Bible Society 


Chaplain Ray L. Bonner of the USS Haven wrote 
to the Japan Bible Society, through which the Ameri- 
can Bible Society works in Japan: 

I want to again express my thanks to you for your gen- 
erous gift of the one hundred New Testaments in French 
which I used when we evacuated 721 sick and wounded 
French POW’s from Saigon, Indochina recently. We dis- 
embarked about one half of them at Oran, Algeria, North 
Africa, and the others at Marseilles, France. About one 
fourth of them were Protestants, very few of whom had a 
New Testament. The others were eager to get one... . I 
can assure you they were appreciated by the men who re- 
ceived them, and it was a joy for me to give them out. 


Chaplain Charles C. Hubner includes in his letter 
his personal testimony. He wrote last November: 

At present I am in the United States Navy but will be 
discharged late this month. I must say your Bibles have 
done a tremendous job in reaching the men. And I am 
sure the materials you circulate bring the Word to many 
men. From a personal viewpoint it was through one of 
your Bibles that I found my salvation... . 


Chaplain Kenneth D. Perkins, aboard the USS 
Kearsarge, writes: 

This is to acknowledge receipt, with deepest gratitude, 
of your recent shipment of 50 copies each of the Illustrated 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and The Acts; the 100 copies 
of the Christmas edition of St. Luke and the 48 copies of 
the complete Bible. 

This material, added to what we already had on hand, 
makes us well equipped for the Bible-study groups which 
will be formed aboard as soon as we deploy for the Orient. 
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I don’t know what we chaplains would do without sue 
a generous and cooperative source as the American Bibl 
Society. We can only send our genuine thanks and the as 
surance that these supplies will be carefully distributed. 


Chaplain LeRoy Boyd writes from the Veteran 
Hospital at Fort Lyon, Colorado: 

I don’t know what the reason is, but I have had mor 
requests from the patients lately for New Testaments thai 
usual. I believe it indicates that the patients are readin 
the Scriptures more these days, and that they. are receivim: 
spiritual strength from them. It is fortunate that th 
American Bible Society is able to make these Testamen 
as well as Bibles and Gospels available for patients in Ve 
erans Hospitals as well as the men in active service. 


Chaplain Henry Gillette Dutcher writes from th 
Headquarters 60th AAA AW Battalion, U.S. Arm 


It has been my experience through the years that ow 
personnel in the services are certainly very happy to hay 
the New Testaments which your Society has been so go 
to give to the chaplains to distribute. 

Having experienced combat in World War II and ne 
ly a year in Korea, it has come to my personal knowledg 
that many, many men have come to know Jesus Christ 
their personal Saviour through your printed Word. Kee 
up the good work! We Chaplains around the world n 
your support. 


The World Good Will Book 


Following the signatures 
President and Mrs. Eiser 
hower there will be thousani 
of forms like the one belo’ 
bearing the signatures of f 
low Americans who have cor 
tributed to help advane 
worldwide scripture distribt 
tion. Your signature will 
in the World Good Will Book if you sign this form belo 
and send it with your contribution to the American Bibl 
Society. You are also invited to get the members of you 
church, Bible class, service club or other organization t 
do likewise. Sheets of signature forms will be supplie 
upon request. 


Enclosed is my gift of $.......... and my signature. 


Name 


SAS 
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How They Do It in Bolivia 


BY THOMAS E. 


The Quechua New Testament. In the narrow column is 
the text in Spanish 


ANY and varied are the ways by which the 
Scriptures are sent forth into the homes of 
ople in different lands. Among our collaborators 
Bolivia some of the most faithful and efficient are 
e students from the Bible institutes, several of which 
ist in this land. 
For some years now the Bolivian Indian Mission 
s been conducting one of these institutes for the 
uechua-speaking Indians. To these students we are 
ecially indebted for reaching out into some of the 
ost remote and inaccessible parts of this mountain- 
s land. Great numbers of the Indians live far off 
e beaten track, leagues from any decent road, and 
e often reached only after hours of hard travel 


The complete group of Institute students. Most of them, 
women as well as men, are regular 
Scripture distributors 
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The New Testaments have just arrived, and the Institute 
Students are examining them ’ 


over rugged mountain trails. A vital part of the 
training of these students is the ‘‘practical-work” 
assignments when, at certain intervals throughout 
the school year, they are sent off for a few days or 
a week to put into practice what they have learned. 
Their evangelistic witness is associated, of necessity, 
with the “Book in the hand” and they have been 
amazingly successful in placing Scriptures wherever 
they go. 

The arrival some little time ago of our new revised 
Quechua New Testament has been a considerable 
help in this colportage work; its big, clear print is 
very attractive and easy to read, even if some of the 
words do have as many as thirty letters to them! 


This student 1s operating the small printing press on which 
they print their own occasional news sheet, circulated in 
Quechua among the believers, and tracts in 


both Quechua and Spanish 


~) sr 


Si 


Page for Ch 


ildren 


A Friend from Korea 


ATHY was a junior in the university. Every evening 
C Cherry Ann, who was ten, ran down to the bus stop to 
meet her sister. One evening Cathy had a friend with her. 
The friend’s name was Sen Lin. Sen Lin came from Korea. 


Books are so scarce the children read 
to each other during recess 


Cherry Ann knew a great deal about Korea, but Sen Lin 
was the very first Korean she had ever met. Soon they were 
visiting like old friends, and Cherry Ann was showing her 
books to Sen Lin. 

At dinner, Sen Lin told something of her country—how 
they were working to rebuild it after the war and how 
much her people needed our friendship. She told the family 
that first the people needed shelters and then clothing. “Of 
course,” she smiled, “we needed food all the time. Many 
countries sent food and medicine, and such nice warm 
clothing came. You know, too,’ she continued, ‘our 
schools and churches were destroyed by the enemy. We 
had to rebuild them, and all our schoolbooks were de- 
stroyed and burned. My little sister is learning to read out 
of the Bible.” 

Cherry Ann listened. “How did the Korean people get 
Bibles, Sen Lin?”? Sen Lin went on to tell about the won- 
derful gift from the American Bible Society. They sent 
thousands of Bibles to the Korean people. “‘You see,” Sen 
Lin told the listening family, ‘“‘we have been Christian for 
more than seventy years and we love our Bibles. Many 
brave people risked their lives to save their copy. When the 
Bibles came from the American Bible Society, they were 
printed in Korean and they were like letters from a dear 
friend. The story of how the Bible translated into Korean 
was saved is a wonderful story in itself.”’ 

“If you were there,” she smiled at Cherry Ann, “you 
would see many children studying the Gospel of St. Luke 
as they go to school. Sometimes the school is just a shed 
with a tin roof, and the children sit on empty oil cans. But 
we are working and trying and we are rebuilding and 
growing as fast as we can.” 


4 


“J will be going back to Korea to practice medicine 
The people will need medical care for a long time, for the 
are suffering from so many diseases which have beei 
caused by hunger and cold. I hope to work in one of t 
orphanages your wonderful soldiers established.” 

Dinner was over, and the family was in the living roo 
Daddy was still asking Sen Lin questions about Korea a 
the people there. 

Cherry Ann went upstairs. It was almost time for her t 
say good night and to go to bed. She came down with 
box which she gave to Sen Lin. “This is for your little sister 
I want her to be my good friend,’”’ Cherry Ann said shy 

Sen Lin opened the box. In it was a doll and two school 
books and one of Cherry Ann’s new pencils. 

Daddy was smiling. “If you will give us your sister 
address,” he told Sen Lin, “‘I’ll mail it to her tomorrow? 
Sen Lin could not look up, tears filled her eyes. “Tha 
you, Cherry Ann. Your sister Cathy has been my go@t 
friend, and now you will be my little sister’s friend.” 

Now Cherry Ann was smiling. “I'd like to give a bodl 
to every child in Korea.” Mother pulled her little girl cl 


s, 


a et : 
These are the boys who go to school and 
learn to read the Bible 


to her side. “‘Cherry Ann, I am sure you will be glad t 
know that Daddy and I sent a check just last week to th 
Bible Society to help pay for more Bibles for Korea.” 
Cherry Ann looked out her window at a star whic 
shone in the east. “It shines on my friend in Korea,’’ st 
thought, “and it shines on me.” 
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LEMBERS’ FORUM 


nual Membership in the Society is secured through 
xift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
e Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
ectorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
1 be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
ondence from members’ and devote this page in each 
ie to that purpose. ] 


om Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
wo young men generously gave blood after my 
fe’s operation to reimburse the blood bank. 
It has been my desire to reward this generous act. 
ney have refused monetary reward, but approve 
y contribution to your worthy cause. In keeping 
th their approval I enclose two money orders total- 
= $50 for donation to Bible distribution. I wish these 
Oo young men to receive credit for these donations. 
ould be sincerely grateful if you would write 
em letters of appreciation. 


om Wichita, Kansas: 


Enclosed is my check for $50, which I feel is one 
the most productive contributions I make to the 
srk of the Kingdom. Whenever I read the Bible 
tety Record, for which I thank you more than I can 
press, I am more aware of the great work done by 
Society; and it is pleasing to know that I have 
small share in furthering the Word of the Lord in 
s world of ours. 


om Abingdon, Illinois: 

iEnclosed is my check for $50 for you to use any 
ace where it is needed. I am so happy to be able 
send this to our organization. May God bless the 
nors of the Society, the ones who receive the 
bles, and you who administer the work. 


om Burlington, West Virginia: 

I read the Bible Society Record enthusiastically from 
ver to cover. The September number is one of your 
st. 


om New York City: 

In response to your recent letter, herewith at- 
hed, I am sending you the enclosed check for $25 
pay for Bibles for each of the cases listed specifically 


‘your letter. 
If you again receive requests from specific indi- 
duals for Bibles I should like to send you the funds 
make their wish realized. 


om Lincoln, Nebraska: 

Last year my tithe account ran “into the red,” so 
is year I am double-tithing (20 percent for Church 
id charity), and the Lord has blessed me far beyond 
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my expectations. I am happy to send this check for 
$50. I have been in a wheel chair for many years. 


From Wichita, Kansas: 


Enclosed you will find our gift of $166.69. 

Perhaps it will interest you to know how we be- 
came regular contributors to your Society. Several 
years ago we had a little money we wanted to give to 
the Lord, but with so many causes ringing in our ears 
and each worthy enough, as it seemed, we were con- 
fused. ‘The matter was placed before the Lord, and 
above all the din of voices the need of distributing the 
Bible shone out bright and clear above all else. We 
have no doubt that God will continue to bless the 
American Bible Society, as He has done over the 
past century. 


From Pacoima, California: 

I want to contribute this money to the blind so 
that some child may learn to read the Bible and learn 
about God. The pleasure I get out of sending you this 
money is that some child may learn to read. I am ten 
years old. 


” 


From Rochester, Pennsylvania: 

Enclosed you will find a check for $41.72 from the 
patients of our home. This is the total of their offer- 
ing at the Thanksgiving Day service. 

Our patients (85 of them) are poor, and so we have 
an offering at our services but five times a year. This 
helps them feel that they, too, are giving as well as re- 
ceiving charity. They represent all denominations, 
and we felt that through your organization we could 
serve all denominations. 


From Fremont, Ohio: 

I think the Bible Society Record is one of the best, if 
not the best, missionary magazines that comes out in 
print today. I greatly enjoy reading its pages. It gives 
inspiration and edification to the child of God and 
spurs us on to make known His precious Word, The 
Bible, to others. 


From Harlow, North Dakota: 

We had a calf that was given to missions when we 
sold it. We are seven in the family so we divided it 
into seven parts, each one suggesting a place. As 
James, age 6, first grade, was studying his Sunday- 
school lesson, he read about the many who didn’t 
have Bibles, so he would like to buy Bibles for them; 
and we, his parents, suggested sending his share to 
the American Bible Society. We hope and pray that 
this will be a blessing to many. 


From the Chaplain of a Veterans Hospital in Boisé, 
Idaho: 

Our hearty thanks to the American Bible Society 
for its wonderful assistance in the carrying on of the 
work of the chaplaincy among our hospitalized 
veterans. 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


FEBRUARY 

Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Genesis 18:17-33 15 Proverbs 16:1-16 
2 Exodus 2:1-25 16 Proverbs 16:17-33 
3 II Kings 6:8-23 17 Proverbs 22:1-19 
4 Ruth 1:1-22 18 Proverbs 25:14-28 
5 Isaiah 43:1-28 19 Isaiah 25:1-12 

6 Sunday, 20 Sunday, 
John 17:1-26 Isaiah 60:13-22 
7 Acts 10:9-35 21 Revelation 22:1-21 
8 Acts 17:22-34 22) Joel 2:1-11 
9 Psalms 104:1-19 23) Lent, Joel! 72:12-32 
10 Psalms 104:20-35 24 Psalms 51:1-19 
11 Psalms 133:1-3 25 Psalms 56:1-13 
12 Mark 3:22-35 26 Psalms 57:1-11 

13. Sunday, I Thes- 27 Sunday, 
salonians 4;1-12 Psalms 63:1-11 
14 Proverbs 8:12-36 28 Psalms 91:1-16 

K * 
WINNER 

We present here 
Miss Laurie David- 


son, a member of 
the Sunday school 
of All Saints Epis- 
copal Church of 
Leonia, New Jer- 
sey. Miss Davidson 
knows her Bible. 
She has appeared 
three times on the 
Society’s Quiz pro- 
gram, ‘The Living 
Bible,” heard each Sunday morning at 
8 o'clock on Station WNEW. On her 
first appearance in 1952 she made a per- 
fect score. In the spring of 1954, on a spe- 
cial winners’ program where she was 
pitted against other previous winners like 
herself, she won again. And during the 
past summer she appeared a third time 
with a Daily Vacation Bible School inter- 
denominational group, again carrying 
off the honors with another perfect score, 
How well do you know your Bible? 
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Laurie Davidson 


Our Bible—How It Came to Us 

Many peo- 
ple wantasim- 
ple account of 
how our Bible 
grew and how 
it came down 
to us during 
the long years 
before the in- 
vention of 
printing and 
of the more 
important 
translations 
and editions. To answer this need the So- 
ciety has prepared a 16-page pamphlet 
which parallels to a considerable extent 
the story in the Society’s new moving pic- 
ture and borrows its name, ““Our Bible— 
How It Came to Us.” This pamphlet is 
now available at ten cents. Address: 
American Bible Society, 450 Park Av- 
enue, New York 22, N.Y. 


x * 


FOR THE BLIND—The booklet, 
“Our Bible—How It Came to Us,” 
is also available in Braille. Copies 
will be sent free to all Braille readers 
upon request. Address: American 
Bible Society, Blind Department, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 


* * 
To Inaugurate Advanced Program 

This will intro- 
duce Rev. 
F. Nelson, newly 
appointed director 
of the Society’s 
projected program 
for the professional 
training of young 
men for specialized 
assistance to the 
Churches of Latin 
America in their 
program of distri- 
bution and evangelistic use of Scriptures. 
This will continue the tradition of mis- 
sionary colportage but will transfer the 
emphasis to distribution by trained vol- 
untary lay people within the Churches. 

Ar. Nelson is exceptionally well pre- 
pared for this leadership. A Baptist minis- 
ter, he has both studied and worked in 
Mexico, and for the past twelve years has 
made a significant contribution to the 
training of leadership for the Spanish- 
speaking Churches as President of the 
Spanish-American Baptist Seminary in 
Los Angeles. 

Ason of missionary parents, with sisters 
in missionary work, Mr. Nelson holds 
graduate degrees from Berkeley Baptist 


Samuel 


Samuel F. Nelson 


me. 


Divinity School and will shortly rece 
his Doctor of Philosophy degree from } 
University of Southern California. He 
married and has five children. Mrs. MW 
son is also a trained missionary. 


* * 4 


To pes A New Agency 


At the Octol 
1954 meeting 
the Board of Ma 
agers Mr. Ga i 
E. Hoyt was 
pointed Secrete 4 
of the Socie® | 

| 


Agency to 
opened in 
early this year. 

Born in Io 
Mr. Hoyt has sg 
cialized in thestut 
of the French language and cultu 
studying in both France and Switzerlan 
After graduating with honors fed 
Wheaton College in 1944 he took grad 
ate studies in linguistics at Yale Uni 
sity, spending three summers _aty 
Institute of Linguistics in Norma 
Oklahoma. In 1947 he joined the facu 
of Bryan University, where he taugg 
French and linguistics. In the eam 
months of 1954 he accompanied the 
bach Literacy Team to Algeria, Egyy 
and Iran. 

Mr. Hoyt is married and has one chi 
Ronald, born in 1945, ; 

Haiti affords unusual opportunities f 
evangelical advance. Missionary effom 
have already won large numbers of pe 
ple to Christianity, These people in tut 
are carrying the Gospel to their neig 
bors and friends. A well-organized a 
efficient program of Scripture distrib b 
tion should greatly assist this adva 10 
Most Scriptures at present are in Frene 
Ty anslations are being made into Creo 
the vernacular of the masses. 


Garner E. Hoyt 
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A CORRECTION 

The captions for the two pics 
tures on page five of the January 
Bible Society Record were most un-— 
fortunately transferred. Bishop | 
Schereschewsky appears in the 
left-hand column and Mr. Pen- 
zotti at the right. 


To EDITORS: 


The Bible Society 


Record invites reprinting of its arti-_ 


cles in whole or in part. Its contents | 


are not copyrighted. ‘ 
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‘Fine! Send Me 


BY WILLARD 


HE morning mail had just come, and the minister sat 
at his desk, looking it over. The second-class matter got 
attention it deserved, and then a quick glance through 
rest: one from the big department store downtown 
Must get a check off to them’’). Then another letter... 
was a letter from the American Bible Society. Once 
in they were making available the neat Bible book- 
ks with suggested readings from Thanksgiving through 
istmas. 
he pastor made a mental notation to order a hundred 
o, as he had been doing each year; then he read further. 
found they would furnish them for public libraries too. 
hone call to the local librarian, an immediate appoint- 
t, a quick trip down town to the main library; and 
he was talking with Mrs. Margaret Whaley, the 
arian. 
irst an introduction; then the subject was presented. 
e of the markers under discussion was given to her; a 
her word of encouragement, and she immediately said, 
ne; send me five thousand and [’ll have one put in 
ry book going out.” 
his was a response unlooked for! With such encourage- 
nt at the outset, the pastor looked around a bit to find 
her outlets. Speaking with a principal in one of the 
blic schools of Elizabeth, the school official told him that 
as not sure he could use them there, “‘But let me have 
jundred to send out to the local Kiwanis chapter.” 
ext, a trip to the chamber of commerce, where Mr. 
rian O. Murray, the director, said he would be happy 
ake one thousand at once. 
A stop at Swift’s Dry Cleaners, where the owner said he 
Id like to have five hundred to start with and could 
more later on. 
Thus it went that busy afternoon. A partner in a highly 
pected financial institution took a hundred for person- 
y supervised distribution; Mr. Young of the personnel 
bartment of General Motors took five hundred for the 
ployees in the plant; a church that had not planned to 
Jer any asked for a thousand; an Esso pensioner who is 
w a Baptist minister asked for a thousand to distribute 
his fellow annuitants. 
Stopping at the YMCA and talking with big Bill Kor- 
inn, membership and social secretary in the senior divi- 
n, the pastor learned that he had already ordered his 
pply—he had taken about two hundred to furnish the 
hn in the dormitory, with a few left over to place in the 
bby. A bit hopefully the itinerating pastor asked, “Had 
u thought about one going out in each letter?” —and in 
plit second Bill came back with, “Send me nineteen 
ndred.”? Later in a phone call he ruefully admitted he 
ould have asked for another hundred, for “We ran short 
‘the junior division.” 
Around the corner was the YWCA. They, too, had 
aced their order for the markers; and when the visitor 
egested, “How about putting one in each letter going 
it,” the director, Miss Elizabeth Beglin, at once responded 
ith, ‘“Give me another thousand.” 
IBLE SOCIETY RECORD | 
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Five ‘Thousand’”’ 


What a busy pastor did for Worldwide Bible Reading in the city of Elizabeth, N.J. 


CRUNKILTON 


So it went. The real-estate manager wanted two hun- 
dred for his mailing list; the radio repairman took a sheaf 
of them; and the secretary of the American Legion took a 
bundle of eight hundred. 

The public schools! Was it worth while to make the 
effort in metropolitan New Jersey? A quiet talk with Dr. 
Harry J. Adams, superintendent of schools in Elizabeth, 
was encouraging. Said Dr. Adams, “‘Go home and write a 
letter to the board of education and enclose twelve of these 
bookmarks, so each board member can have one in hand 
when your letter is read.” This was done. Their action was 
unanimously in the affirmative. Eight thousand of the 
bookmarks were thus distributed throughout the public 
schools in the city. 

When they were all added up, it was discovered that a 
total of twenty-four thousand Bible bookmarks had been 
distributed by this one minister alone. He did not give too 
much time to it, simply fitting it into his pastoral duties in 
the local Christian and Missionary Alliance Church. What 
was accomplished rather easily in Elizabeth, New Jersey 
can be done by other men in other cities! 

Who can estimate the value of the new Bible reading 
stimulated by the distribution of these Bible bookmarks 
from the American Bible Society? 

All this happened in the fall of 1953. Last year (1954) 
the Society asked the minister if he could stretch his figure 
to 40,000. Twenty thousand more were sent. Two weeks 
later the Bible House telephone rang again. The minister 
asked rather apprehensively if he could have still another 
20,000; the 40,000 were all gone. His new order was filled. 
Two days before Thanksgiving Day the last list was given 
out—total, 63,000! 


American Bible Society Directory 


President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries, E. M. North (Research and Counsel), R. T. Taylor 
(Promotion and Public Relations), P. A. Collyer, L. E. Holmgren (Foreign Depart- 
ment), R. H. Ellingson (Home Department), E, A. Nida (Translations); Treasurer 
Gilbert Darlington; Assistant Treasurers, J. A. Macbeth, G. W. Baas; Secretary for Promo- 
tion of Bible Use, J. V. Claypool (35 East Wacker Drive, Chicago 1); Secretary for Visual 
Materials, H. H. Ragatz; Secretary, Work for the Blind, Miss S. R. Barrett; Associate Secre- 
taries, Translation Dept., Miss M. T. Hills (Librarian), G. H. Waterman; Associate Sec- 
retary, Promotion Dept., A. P. Wright; Editorial and Recording Secretary, W. F. Asbury. 

Heapvouarters: Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y.; telephone, 
Plaza 9-4300, 

Disrrict Orrices in the United States: 116 South Salina St., Syracuse 2, New York; 
701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa.; 9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2, Md.; Central 
Nat'l. Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va.; 85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga.; 123 E. 6th St., 
Cincinnati 2, Ohie; 47 South 9th St., Minneapolis 2, Minn.; 2233 Bryan St., Dallas 4, 
Texas; 1445 Glenarm Place, Denver 2, Colo.; 224 McAllister St., San Francisco 2, 
Calif.; 164 North Euclid Ave., Pasadena 1, Calif. 

Division Orrices or THE Haven Memortat AGENCY FOR Cotorep Propie: 56 
Gammon Ave., S.E., Atlanta, Ga.; 10 W. Leigh Street, Richmond 20, Va.; 5424 
Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio; 2233 Bryan St., Dallas 4, Tex: 

Freip Orrrces: 1504 Arrott Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa.; 307 Baptist Bldg., Dallas 1, 
Texas; 1435 G Street, N.W., Washington MDM CH 

Depositories located at same addresses in New York, Atlanta, Chicago (35 E. Wacker 
Drive); Dallas 4 (2233 Bryan Street), and San Francisco. 

Foreran Acencies located in: Havana; Mexico City; Cristébal, Canal Zone; Lima, 
Peru; Bogota, Colombia; Caracas, Venezuela; Santiago, Chile; Buenos Aires, Argentina; 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Istanbul, Turkey; Cairo, Egypt; Manila, P.I.; Bangkok, Thai- 
land; Hongkong; Tokyo, Japan; Seoul, Korea. 

Cooperating Bible Societies in New England located in: Portland, Me.; Concord, 
N.H.; Burlington, Vt.; Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.1.; Hartford, Conn, 
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MORE 


INCOME for You! 


MORE BIBLES for All! 


That's what American Bible Society Annuities mean 


In the midst of political and economic uncer- 
tainties, spreading tensions and godlessness, the 
world grows hungry for unchanging, peace- 
bringing, spiritual truths. There is great need 
for the Scriptures everywhere—in Korea, Japan, 
Formosa, Hongkong, Africa, South America, 
here at home, and for our own Armed Forces 
wherever they are. 


You can grasp this golden opportunity—and 
help yourself at the same time—by purchasing 
an American Bible Society Annuity Agreement. 
Under this Christian Plan you receive financial 


! Mail AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY , 

1 This 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. ; 

I Coupon I 

" Today Please send me without obligation your booklet 2BSR55, entitled A Gt y 

| Without That Lives. | 
ijl 

Fail! I 

| AN fase [Please print] 
INCOME 

; ASSURED Address... tienen dha eats caipeananastihn ence Coats ea dager 

| City clk Sat ee eee <n ASUIONE LEDS rte . 


security and at the same time help spread the 
Word of God. 


Whether you are a shrewd business man or 
are dependent on others for financial advice, 
you can make no better investment. You receive 
a generous, regular income which never varies 
even when times are bad—and which can be 
passed on to your survivor if you So arrange. 


Learn how this remarkable Christian Plan, 


which is doing so much for the world, can be- 
come a very advantageous Life Plan for you! 


